A Word From Tim Downs - May 



http://secucc.org/news/news-archives/255-a-word-from-ti 



Home 



About Us 



Church Growth Directory Leadership 



Ministry 



New Church 



News 



TAP/ PATH WAYS 



Donate 




News 

Breaking News 

Feature Focus 



Celebrate 



Conference News 



Local Church News 



Lifting Up... 



NEWS Archives 



Resources 



SECUCC eNewsletter 

Sign up for SECUCC 
Email Newsletter 



GO 



Southeast Conference FAQ's 
Who is the SEC? 



Who is the UCC? 



How Do I Find a UCC Church? 



What Ministries are Available? 



Is Training Available? 



YOU ARE HERE: HOME * NEWS ¥ NEWS ARCHIVES 



A Word From Tim Downs - May 
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Dear Friends, 

There are times in my life when something happens that causes me to see something 
in a new and surprising way. Perhaps it is the observation of another person looking at 
a part of my life that is familiar and comfortable, but to them it is exciting or new. I have 
been ordained in the United Church of Christ for 36 years, and have loved it, 
understanding its great gifts and its great challenges. 

However, being a part of the United Church of Christ History and Polity class that the 
conference offered as our first on-line class, which was 
led by Kathy Clark and which ended last Saturday, was 
a moment for me of seeing a church I love in a new 
way, through new eyes. I listened to pastors and lay 
leaders say, "Thank you for bringing me into the church 
as it is supposed to be, a place where I am fully 
welcomed, all of me." Others commented on the level 
of honesty and openness where we could engage in 
conversations, sharing our differences without 
judgment, unfolding understandings that there are 
many paths to truth, and many understandings of 
Christ. I rejoiced again in the richness of a tradition like 
our United Church of Christ which affirms that the unity 
we know in Christ is not unanimity in how we express our faith and convictions. 
Others celebrated the uniqueness of the UCC as the only united and uniting Christian 
denomination in the United States. 

I look forward to being with you when we gather in Knoxville June 10-12 for our Annual 
Meeting. At that meeting we will celebrate the new things that God is doing in the 
Southeast Conference. We will be introduced to new churches seeking affiliation with 
us, all of which have sought us out and said, "Thank you for being the kind of 
Christians I did not know were out there, and for whom I have been looking." 
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Oklahoma City church continues 
legacy of dedicated member 
Stephanie Telleen chose to 
remember Mayflower 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ in her will when she 
passed away, leaving her 
half-million dollar estate to the 
church. Now the Oklahoma City 
church will use that estate to 
remember Telleen for her 
selflessness and generosity by 
funding two missions close to 
her heart. 
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► Conference Minister 

► TAP Director 

► SEC Donations 

► Church Development 

► Communications Director 
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► Annual Meeting 
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► Bridge 4 Faith 

► The Center for Progressive Renewal 

► United Church of Christ 

► Mission Insite 

► Resource Center 
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